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Synopsis

If you are reading this intro, then | take it that you have an interest in cruise ships. It could be you
want to work on a cruise ships, you want to or have taken a cruise, maybe you are looking for tips
on cruising or maybe you just like fun stories about cruise ships. If you are interested in any of those
items | just listed, then this book is for you.Before we begin our journey, | guess | should tell you a
little bit about myself and why | have written this book. For my cruise ship experience, | worked
about 12 years on cruise ships around the world and 2 years working in shore side offices in Florida.
| worked with 4 different cruise lines and worked as a scuba instructor/dive manager, shore
excursion manager and then in the shore side offices as an IT geek, and finally a few years as an IT
officer (yeah, | know, scuba instructor to computer geek, what can | say, it has been an interesting
journey).Stories in this book include ones about:Getting a job on cruise shipsLife on board shipsOn
board romanceHurricanesRunning agroundAdrift at seaKick backsFalling overboardLiving on a
tropical islandCrazy things the crew and passengers doand much much more........................ | also
have photos about my life at sea that can be seen at: www.cruiseshipstories.comLooking at these

photos will bring my sea faring stories even more to life.
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Customer Reviews

Decent read. As some of the other reviews point out there are quite a few grammatical errors
throughout which the author forewarns of in the intro. If you are staunch member of the grammar
police you may find the steady flow of punctuation errors, misspelled, and misused words somewhat
distracting at times. That being said this book gives a decent first person account of the workings on
and around a cruise ship from someone who has been there and done that and is not necessarily a
polished writer. The author mainly focuses on his experiences while working as a diver and guide
on snorkel trips and later as part of the ships shore excursion management team and finally as an IT
officer. It does tend to wander bit and | was left wondering sometimes as to the chronological
sequence of some of the stories. It seems to be mainly set in the 90’s and early 2000’s and | kind of
wish it would have had more stories about more modern day cruises, as he points out a few times
that things are no longer done the way they are described in the book. Don’t expect a lot but if your

interested in anecdotal stories about cruising or the cruise industry its not a bad casual read.

| really enjoyed Cruise Ship Stories by Guy Beach, which | finished in just a couple settings because
| couldn’t put it down. Throughout the book, | felt honored to be entrusted with Guy’s experiences
and perspectives of working on cruise ships for 12 years. What a life he has had!For those who
gripe about editing issues--really, so what? He explains that he didn’t have an editor while writing,
and his telling of his experiences is all that counts. It truly is like sitting in a bar with him as he
confides in you. | have been a professional editor for 15 years, and his raw form of writing didn’t
bother me in the least. Heck, | would’'ve edited his book for free--l enjoyed it that much!Guy gives a
gift to his readers by letting us into his world; many of the things he confides are personal, even

things that were quite traumatic. Really very generous of him to share them with everyone.

Warning. The author claims to want to write this as if he were telling these stories in a bar. | think
that was because he was fairly inebriated himself as he wrote it. There is no continuity to the story
as he jumps back and forth through-out his career. He frequently teases with sexual taglines, but
then acts as if his readers are all pre-adolescents, and canA¢A A™t write about anything risquA®©.
Poorly conceived and written, with myriad holes and gaps.The writing style is mixed (or mixed up,
more accurately), and his grammar and punctuation are horrendous, He obviously wrote his

ramblings using some sort of free download word-processing software that didnA¢A A™t have a



spell checker.Overall, it resembles a poor first draft in a freshman writing class.

This book is very seriously in need of a good editor and a proofreader. Occasionly, it rambles to the
point of being incoherent. Grammatical errors clog almost every page to point of making reading an
endurance test for the mind.Some of the "stories" are funny; a few are interesting, and one or two
are informative. But none are gripping or memorable. The reader who’s looking for a good ’life
below decks on a cruise ship’ read might be able to find a few interesting parts. But, overall, the

search for these interesting stories will not be worth the effort.

Yes this book has all kinds of typos and grammatical issues but | really didn’t care. Usually an
amateur style of writing would drive me crazy but he has a really cute "familiar" style of writing that

makes this book really easy to read. If you’re curious about cruise ships buy this book.

A fun read with a nice behind the scenes look at an industry that has changed a lot in recent years,
both for passengers and the crew. Guy does a nice job describing his experiences from years on
cruise ships, and the changes that have happened in the working environment in this world of HR
and lawsuits. It goes beyond what the typical Cruise Director reveals in their welcome aboard
speeches describing how many times passengers ask what time the midnight buffet is, and if they

have a long extension cord back to port to provide electricity.

Never thought a book would seem like it was written in a monotone but this one is. The stories are
interesting but told in a boring way. Many times in the book he says "l will tell you later this story"
instead of just telling the story. Lots of mistakes in the book as if a spell checker put in the incorrect
word but no one proofread to find those.Okay for light reading for on an airplane or train as nothing

substantial in the book.

As others indicated, the level of typos and almost childish writing reduced the value of the stories
significantly. Guy’s anecdote about a cruise ship captain asking him to proofread senior staff

performance evaluations rings hollow as a result.
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